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Cass (Sophie Desmarais) and Jason (Luc Picard) do an exceptional job presenting challenging material. 
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MONTREAL - A play titled Instructions pour un éventuel gouvernement socialiste qui 

souhaiterait abolir la fête de Noël seems fashioned for the moment as the Quebec 

government threatens to impose a Charter of Quebec Values that may or may not 

involve the removal of a crucifix from the National Assembly. 

In fact, however, this rigorously intellectual work by Michael MacKenzie, which 

astutely diagnoses the effect of extreme capitalism on the world economy, premièred 

at Centaur Theatre in March 2011, as Instructions to Any Future Socialist 

Government Wishing to Abolish Christmas. Its prophetic political gaze is aimed at 

the stock market crash of 2008. 

The Centaur production was directed by Chris Abraham and starred Ted Dykstra 

and Gemma James-Smith, all operating in top form. 

The French version, which opened Thursday at Théâtre d’Aujourd’hui (this reviewer 

attended the Wednesday preview), is translated by Alexis Martin, directed by Marc 

Beaupré, and co-stars Luc Picard and Sophie Desmarais, as Jason and Cass. 

Remembering how challenging the play had been in English, I had mixed feelings 

about seeing it again, in French. Not only is the script replete with stock market 

terms and references to Ancient Greek philosophers, the dialogue Mackenzie has 

written for the female character contains the volcanic, erratic speech patterns of 

someone who is either autistic or has Tourette’s Syndrome. 

It takes an exceptional pair of actors to work this material to engaging effect. Picard 

and Desmarais do just that. They keep us on the edge of our seats with clarifying 

emotional intensity, backed up by illustrative physicality — and decent diction. 

Together they break the code of Mackenzie’s Byzantine writing, making it strike the 

heart while feeding the mind. 

Cass has an uncanny way with numbers, which is why Jason, the CEO of a multi-

billion-dollar hedge fund recruited her from a mathematics institute where she was 

doing graduate studies to make her his top numbers-cruncher. 

As the play begins, the fateful September day of the 2008 crash is about to dawn. 

After allowing Cass to set the scene by delivering stage directions, director Beaupré 



has Jason frantically pacing the floor of his chairs-only surreal office, desperately 

seeking a solution to the looming crisis. (In the Centaur production, he smashed his 

laptop, which was excessive.) 

Cass, formerly mute except when it came to numbers, now speaks. She wants 

Jason to listen to her personal story. This is something it had never occurred to him 

to do before, not even during their single sexual encounter now referred to as their 

“episode” and which he’s afraid she’s going to label “harassment.” Following this 

encounter, she had been away on several months leave under therapy paid for by 

the company. 

Jason barters listening time for a final mathematical consultation that he hopes may 

save his enterprise from the apocalypse. Thus this modern day revenge play 

progresses toward its shocking climax. Along the way we learn more about the 

Single-Factor Gaussian Copula, terrorist bond funds and derivatives, than we may 

want to know. 

The play’s title comes from a manifesto written by Cass’s gin-swilling communist 

mother, which warns secularist socialist governments that people need Christmas for 

the generous, nurturing and supportive vibes it generates. Meanwhile, capitalists like 

Jason value it because of its annual economic boost. Either way, Santa wins. So 

does Mackenzie. He deserves an award for this one. Ditto for Picard and Desmarais. 

Instructions pour un éventuel gouvernement socialiste qui souhaiterait abolir 

la fête de Noël,by Michael Mackenzie, continues at Théâtre d’Aujourd’hui, 3900 St-

Denis St., until Nov. 2. Call 514-282-3900 or visit www.theatredaujourdhui.qc.ca 

pdonnell@montrealgazette.com 
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